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The Salt Lake City Public Safety Building is the 
center for all city police and fire operations.  
Located in the heart of downtown and in the 
Civic Center District, the facility anchors the 
eastern end of a four block civic oriented district 
that features the County Courts, City Hall, the 
Leonardo Museum, The Salt Lake City Public 
Library Square/Park (previously designed by 
the applicant), and a new vertically mixed-use 
development for the two blocks east of the 
Library Square block that include: residential, 
office, entertainment, retail and a boutique 
hotel.   The purpose of the project was to deliver 
to the City of Salt Lake a new consolidated 
Public Safety facility that would be home for 
the management, operations, and facilitation of 
both the Salt Lake Fire and Police Departments.  
The facility would also be designed to become 
the central hub of operations and the center of 
command during a city scale public emergency, 
such as an earthquake, a flood or other 
homeland emergencies.  The landscape architect 
was responsible for the vision and urban design 
for the entire district with the detail design and 
implementation of the Public Safety Building site. 

Purpose of the Project
The primary scope for the project was the 
conventional delivery of concept design through 
implementation for a new public building 
involving the city leadership at the highest 
level, the SLC Police Department, the SLC Fire 
Department, and the public.  Having previously 
designed the SLC Public Library/Park and plaza 
block (immediately West of the new building 
site) it was clear to the urban design team that a 
broader vision for the entire Civic Center District 
would be necessary to create the correct design 
response from the building and its associated 

public spaces in terms of the placement, the 
scale, and the relationship to the rest of the Civic 
Center District.  Both the client group and design 
team felt that if it was thoughtfully designed, it 
could not only be a great Public Safety Building, 
but also a catalyst for urbanism, diversity, and 
community. 

Role of the Landscape Architect
Early on in the design process the entire project 
team recognized that the facility should promote 
a new sense of partnership with the citizens 
that the Police and Fire Departments so proudly 
serve.  This became the central unifying theme 
that shaped the project from concept to the ribbon 
cutting.  This new facility would not only set a 
new standard for what a public safety building is, 
it would redefine how our public servants and the 
facilities they use contribute to our overall sense 
of urbanism and community through mutual 
trust, openness, and a shared sense of purpose.  
The landscape architect’s role was to establish 
the urban design frameworks that would allow 
these principles to be realized in physical form. 

Civitas led the design team in the creation of a 
master plan vision for the entire Salt Lake City 
Civic Center District.  This effort would guide the 
evaluation of the building siting, orientation, the 
urban form, the scale, and the role of the new 
Public Safety Building within in a new multi-
phased, multi-block vertically mixed civic center 
community. 

During the visioning process the landscape 
architect was instrumental in convincing the 
client group and the civic leaders to abandon the 
preconceived idea that this new Public Safety 
Building should terminate at the East end of a 
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grand axis that connects the County Courts, City 
Hall, and the SLC Public Library to the Public 
Safety Building.  Instead, our vision revealed that 
placing the new building and a significant public 
plaza adjacent to the axis rather than terminating 
it would enable the long views to the Wasatch 
Range to become the axis termini.  This urban 
design move would lead to the development of 
a continuous park/spine that would become the 
central amenity for the re-development of these 
critical civic center blocks.  The ultimate build-
out for the Civic Center District will include a 
vertically mixed neighborhood of residential, 
office, retail, entertainment/cultural uses and a 
boutique hotel. 

The landscape architect designed the new Salt 
Lake City Public Safety Building in collaboration 
with the entire design team, the ownership 
group, and the civic leaders.  The organization of 
the building is designed around a public ‘Piazza’ 
constructed entirely over a parking garage 
that welcomes visitors and employees alike to 
share in daily Police/Fire Department activities, 
education, public events and festivals.  The 
site program includes the re-design of South 
300 East Street to become a festival street for 
concerts, events, and parades that supports 
Salt Lakes’ civic culture.  ‘The Piazza’ space 
itself features a memorial to fallen Police and 
Firefighters, public art, and a grand scale canopy 
that includes PVA panels for solar energy 
collection, (this element was co-designed with 
the project architect).  Supporting the ‘Piazza’ is 
the first phase of the linear spine/park space that 
is designed as a functioning woonerf that will link 
the eastern Civic Center blocks with both Library 
Square and City Hall.  This space features public 

art, movable furnishings for adaptable use, 
gardens, plazas and water features.  Because 
the building is on top of the parking facilities, its 
relationship to the street level is elevated. This 
condition was a significant challenge as there 
were very large specimen street trees that were 
saved.  The landscape architect designed a quiet, 
more contemplative space that features terraced 
seat walls (constructed on piers) that weave 
between the existing trees.  Finally the landscape 
architect conceived of and realized two private 
roof spaces that include a green roof planting, 
barbecues, and seating for the daily enjoyment 
for the police officers and fire fighters.     

Significance
The Salt lake Public Safety Building project is an 
example of exceptional team work, vision, and 
dedication to doing something great for the Salt 
Lake community.  The design leadership achieved 
an extraordinary piece of design by simply 
looking beyond preconceptions by exploring 
well beyond the bounds of the project to redefine 
the problem.  This proved to be critical to the 
design as a common public building project 
transformed into a vision that will catalyze an 
entirely new neighborhood and Civic District for 
the City of Salt Lake.  What does that mean to 
the public and their perception of our profession?  
It is with great excitement and appreciation that 
we leave the public with a beautiful new Public 
Safety Building/Plaza – a symbolic beginning of 
a lasting partnership between the public and the 
great people who serve them; a vision that will 
transform a district of destinations into a fully 
integrated community where people live, work, 
and play.
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